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Constitution of the Minneapolis Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party

Summary

In General, all bylaws have been placed into the revised constitution.  Changes to the constitution must be made by the regular city convention or a special constitutional convention.  Bylaw changes may be made by the Minneapolis DFL Central Committee.  The Constitution Commission felt that all present bylaws were of an establishment nature that should be in the Constitution.  The Central Committee may still pass further bylaws provided they conform to the Constitution.

This reformulation of the constitution is mostly a reorganization in order to provide better clarity.  Where substantive changes are being proposed they are pointed out and the reasoning of the Constitution Commission is explained.  In several cases language from governing constitutions are incorporated; although they are already in effect it was thought important to have in this constitution as well (e.g. affirmative action policies).

Article I  General Principles (no changes in policy)

Section 1. Name.  The official name is changed from the Minneapolis Organization Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) Party of Minnesota to the Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) Party of Minneapolis.  This is to be in conformance with its present commonly used name.

Section 2. Subordination.  This consolidates the previous language in Section 2 and all of the previous language in Article II.  The two were redundant.  The new section 2 clarifies that this constitution is subordinate to the constitutions, bylaws and calls of the Minnesota and 5th Congressional District DFL, the National Democratic Charter and its delegate selection rules, and law.  

Subdivision A reiterates previous language that all ward and park-district conventions and all DFL organizations are subject to this constitution.

Section 3. Affirmative Action.  Formerly named “General Principles”.  States that all appointed and elected DFL officials shall abide by the principles set forth in the Affirmative Action Statement.

Subdivision A.  The Affirmative Action Statement is changed to that included in the State DFL Official Call.  This is to achieve compliance with the state DFL Constitution and Bylaws.  The provision stating that contributions to the party cannot be mandatory for participation was transferred to Section 2 above.  

Subdivision B.  Contains new language pertaining to non-discrimination also taken from the State DFL Official Call.  

Subdivision C.  New language, also taken from the State DFL Official Call, stipulates that DFL meeting locations must be held in public buildings assessable to persons with disabilities and senior citizens.  They all need to be amenable to open discussions, in priority unionized establishments, and accessible to public transportation.

Article II  Party Organization (formerly Article III)

Section 1.  Officers.  The name of the Finance Director is changed to “Fund Raising Director” to distinguish the duties of this officer from that of the treasurer.  New language states that newly elected Minneapolis DFL Party officers shall take office immediately upon being elected.  New language states that outgoing officers shall remain non-voting members of the Executive Committee until December 1st of the year their successors were elected.

Subdivisions A through C.  These define the duties of the Chair, the Associate Chair, and the Secretary respectively.  The language is unchanged; however, these were previously bylaws and are now in the Constitution as subdivisions.

Subdivision D.  Defines the duties of the treasurer.  This also is changed from a bylaw to a constitution subdivision.  Language is the same, except that a sentence is added that the treasurer shall arrange for an independent audit of party finances once a year.

Subdivision E.  New language, taken from the 5th Congressional District Constitution that defines the duties of the affirmative action officer.  

Subdivision F.  Same language as before, except that it is pointed out that this section pertains to only additional duties.  Also changed from being a bylaw to being a constitution subdivision.

Subdivision G.  Pertains to the officer order of succession.  New language clarifies that this pertains to “temporary absence” but does not change the concept.  The affirmative action officer is added to the line of succession.

Section 2.  Minneapolis DFL Central Committee.  The substantive changes made were (1) that alternate ward coordinators may serve as alternates to the Central Committee. (2) That members of the Fifth Congressional District DFL Central Committee residing in Minneapolis are no longer members of the Minneapolis DFL Central Committee.  Rather, the language is changed to only include the members of the State DFL Central Committee who reside in Minneapolis.  The main reason for this change is to reduce the Central Committee to only those positions which have a direct bearing on Minneapolis governance.  Also, because the executive CD 5 and state officers are members of the State DFL Central Committee, they still are members of the Minneapolis Central Committee. (3)  A quorum needs representation from at least one-half of the senate districts rather than one-third.

Subdivision A.  Pertains to calling Central Committee meetings.  The language is unchanged but is changed from a bylaw to a constitution subdivision.

Subdivision B.  Pertains to the role of the Central Committee.  The concept is unchanged, but language is added to relate the Central Committee to the superior DFL bodies.  Also is changed from bylaw to constitution subdivision.  

Section 3.  Minneapolis DFL Executive Committee.  Incorporates the language from the previous Section 3, Bylaw A, into the main section.  This pertains to the role of the Executive Committee and that it is controlled by the Central Committee.  A substantive change is that membership is changed such that only senate district officers who reside in Minneapolis are included.  If the chair or associate chair does not reside in the district then the district is represented by the next ranking officer.  Also, commensurate with the change to the Central Committee, the 5th Congressional District Executive Committee members are no longer on the Minneapolis Executive Committee. As in keeping with the structure of the State Constitution, the chairs of ongoing Minneapolis DFL commissions, will serve as non-voting members to this body.

Section 4.  Ward Coordinators.  Unchanged.

Section 5.  Vacancies, dismissals.  Unchanged

Section 6.  Minneapolis DFL Platform Commission.  This commission is abolished.  In (new) Article III, Section 3, Subdivision A, there is maintained a pre-convention Resolutions Committee.  This recognizes the reality that the committee handling the platform has been a pre-convention committee only, and that its sole responsibility has been to assemble and convey the convention resolutions.  

Article III  Endorsing Conventions  (formerly Article IV)

Section 1.  Call.  Main language is unchanged and says that the Minneapolis DFL Central Committee shall issue the call for all endorsing conventions provided for in this constitution.  The subdivisions below were previously bylaws.

Subdivision A.  Pertains to when ward conventions are held.  Language is dropped that stipulates that the ward convention may be held no later than thirty days prior to the city convention and that ward conventions may be scheduled as part of the city convention.  These stipulations no longer apply to present practice.   

Subdivision B.  Language is the same, except that clarifies that the city convention shall be convened only in election years when there is a citywide contest.

Subdivision C.  This is the previous Section 2, Bylaw C.  It pertains to when municipal elections are held in years in which statewide precinct caucuses are not being held. It has been moved to a more logical location.  

Subdivision D. Stipulates that the precinct caucuses may elect one delegate and one alternate for the city and park district conventions per 100 votes in the DFL party candidates average vote.  This change means one-quarter of the previous number of delegates and was previously adopted by the Minneapolis DFL Central Committee for the present city convention.  


Subdivision E. Stipulates that the precinct caucuses may elect one delegate and one alternate for the ward conventions per 25 votes in the DFL party candidates average vote.  This is the same as in the past.

Section 2.  Ward Conventions  Main language is unchanged, except that it now provides for members of the Constitution Commission to be elected at the ward conventions.

Subdivision A.  Pertains to when delegates move to new precincts and is unchanged from the previous bylaw.

Subdivision B.  Clarifies that ward coordinators shall arrange pre-convention committees and drops redundant language concerning who convenes the ward convention.  

Bylaw C.  Moved to Article III, Section C.

Section 3.  City Convention.   This section defines the activities of the convention.  The introductory part of the section is unchanged.

Subdivision A.  Pertains to pre-convention committees.  The only change from the previous bylaw is that the Platform and Resolutions Committee is changed to just Resolutions Committee, and the Arrangements Committee is added.  

Subdivision B.  Pertains to conveners of the pre-convention committees and is unchanged from the previous bylaw.

Bylaw D.  Pertained to the Constitution Commission and is moved to Article IV.

Subdivision C.  New language that clarifies that any resolutions affirmed by the city convention shall be referred to the City Central Committee.  They are then charged with implementation.

Section 4.  Park-district Conventions.  Unchanged.

Section 5.  Convention Cancellation.  Unchanged except for references.

Section 6.  Special Elections.  A new section that prescribes how special elections are to be held.  Stipulates that if an election is held for which the Minneapolis DFL would endorse candidates, that the Central Committee shall issue a call for a special endorsing convention for that office.  It shall appoint members of the pre-convention committees.

Subdivision A.  Stipulates that the delegates to the special endorsing convention shall be the delegates elected to the last city convention.  If the election is for a subdivision of the city, then only the delegates in those areas shall be delegates.

Article IV  Constitution Commission  (New Article)  

Essentially the same as the previous Article IV, Bylaw D.  The only clarification made is that the members are elected at the ward conventions and thus serve 4-year terms.  

Article V  Constitutional Convention  Unchanged.  Provides that a special convention can be held to change this constitution.  It can also be changed at the city convention, as provided for in Article I, Section 4, Subdivision A.
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